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STORY SO FAR... | 
Hello, ’'m Tohru Honda, and I have come 
to know a terrible secret. After the death 
of my mother, I was living by myself in a : 
tent, when the Sohma family took me 
in. I soon learned that the Sohma 
family lives with a curse! Each family 
member is possessed by the vengeful | 
spirit of an animal from the Chinese 
Lodiac. Whenever one of them becomes 


weak or is hugged by a member of the 
opposite sex, that person changes into ) 
hig or her Zodiac animal! Z: 
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At school, he’s called “Prince Yuki.” 


Yuki Sohma, the Rat 


Soft-spoken. Self-esteem issues. 
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‘Hiro Sohma, the Ram cr sheep) 


This caustic tyke is skilled at throwing verbal 
_ barbs, but he has a soft spot for Kisa. 
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“Momiji Sohma, the Rabbit 


Half German. He’s older than he looks. His 
mother rejected him because of the Sohma curse. 
His little sister, Momo, has been kept from him 
most of her life. 














-Hatsuharu Sohma, the Ox 


The nicest of guys, except when he goes “Black.” 
Then you'd better watch out. He was once in a 
relationship with Rin. 
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/HAVE TO 
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I'VE BEEN 


THE 
RENNING 5 ANSWER 


FROM. j§ = ToTHAT 
QUESTION- 
NOT JUST 
THE WHAT, 
BUT THE 
HOW. 
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MOTHER! 
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IM SURE 
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‘WE DONT 
THINK TOHRU- 
KUN WANTS 
TO SEE YOU 
RIGHT NOW.” 
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WHENEVER HIS 
NAME CAME 
UP, HONDA- 

SAN WAS 
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SCARED. 
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Nice to meet you and 
hello. I'm Takaya, 
presenting Volume 22. 
The cover has Tohru's aie. Ni 
Daddy on it this time ' 
around. I was going to 
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would end up looking like a \ WHEN 

Akkii, so I changed it. = _ SOMEONE 
eee rr TELLS You 

(It might not matter 7 THEY'RE 


much, but in my head, ° IT'S 
Akkii has a white image.) EASY TO 


INTERPRET 


Now then. In the THAT... 


magazine, Furuba has 
foe reached its final 





chapter. The next volume AS THEM 
will be the last graphic SAYING 
novel “GET LOST. 


Sometimes people ask 

me if that makes me 
sad, but it doesn t-- 
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It's true that a manga YOU GUYS 3 TH-THAT'S 
ends, but it’s something TELL ME THE WORST 
that will continve to exist SOMETHING KIND OF 
inside me forever. Maybe THAT 
I'm not explaining it very IMPORTANT 2! 
well? Basically, what 3 


I want to Say is that 
I think the ones who 


will really be sad willbe | 7 = cuceypany 
the people who have KNOWS HOW 
kept reading and loving YOU TWO 
Furvba. A-AND IF | DON'T 
FEEL ABOUT SEE HER SOON, 
Thank you very much. EACH OTHER. IT'LL BE LIKE I'M 
CONFIRMING IT! 


Now please enjoy THAT DOESN is . 
Furvba Volume 22! BOTHER YOU? 
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AND THAT 
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( again) this volume... 


He was hard to draw, 
f yet easy to draw. 


Kureno 


® Kureno, his father, 
and his mother make 
his a family of three. 
© Since becoming an adult, 
he hasnt interacted 
with his parents much. 
e And ever since he 
Hi, became the first one 
to become normal, he 
avoided interacting 
; with the other members 
q of the Zodiac. 
.© He may have been the 
: most lonely of all. 
, 3 © When he first showed 
{ _ up (when he met 
ny! 
i Uo-chan for the first 
time at the convenience 
store), he was holding 
a lot of bags of snacks 
because Akito suddenly 
said she wanted to eat 
them late at night--so 
he'd gone to buy them. 
© I'm ashamed to say 
it, but I couldn't mage 
the time to explain 
that reason in the 
main story... 
© Come to think of it, 
; how does everyone 
i pronounce “Kureno”? 
With me, it changes 
whenever I say ft. 
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- at the same way I 
do Momiji, "and 
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Harada-sama, Araki-sama, 


Mother-sama, Editor-sama 





And everyone who reads and . 
supports this manga. : 


And last, to you know who. 


This has been Natsuki Taka 






Next time in... 





The Journey’s End... 










Curses have broken and the eternal banquet has finally come to a close. 
But there are still some loose ends to be wrapped up before the last page 
of Fruits Basket arrives! How will each of the members of the Zodiac 
deal with their newfound freedom? Can forgiveness come in the wake of 
Akito’s past actions, and a new surprising revelation? 


Fruits Basket Volume 23 
Available July 2009 














Fans Basket is back thanks to awesome intern Stephanie Trautwein from 
Los Angeles. She picked out a great batch of art to highlight and wrote some 
inspired comments. Thanks for all your help, Stephanie! And of course, thanks 
to all the fans who keep sending us their wonderful work. To properly thank 
you all, we are sending out posteards to all of you who provided addresses. 
And to those who we couldn't reach, please know that we appreciate you 50 
much. Thank you for helping make Fruits Basket the phenomenon that it is! 


And so we ean continue to appreciate all the great fan art-you guys provide, 
TOKYOPOP is starting something new. From now on, please do NOT 
send any more fan art to our office. Huh? What? Relax! What we want 

instead is for you to upload the images to our website! This way, everyone 
can appreciate your work even after volume 23 is published. Check the 
end of this section for exactly what to do. Fruits Basket Forever! 


- Alexis Kirseh, Editor 





Jessica Lin [have to tell you, I wish I could draw this well whenI was | 
Age 13 thirteen-or even now, for that matter! This artwork is $0 | 
Lexington, MA darling; Akito and Yuki’s hair is shaped with great grace and 
the eyes, especially Yuki’s, show great emotion. The question — 

on Yuki’s right side begs to be thought about. Is it love or is | 

it hate? I do not think [ understand the answer yet-do you? 


